
Inquiry # 4 

Multimodal Argument 

“Writing happens across multiple modes of meaning-making” (Davis et al. 187). These 
modes include words, audio, and images. Writers employ all modes of communication 
to create multimodal texts that can be shared through digital media. As you design your 
multimodal text, think rhetorically about your choice of the modes/media in your text. 
Keep in mind the purpose of your argument and the possible audience of that 
argumentative text.  
 
Your multimodal text should have “all the elements of a good academic argument” 
(Davis et al 193) that we discussed in Inquiry # 3.  You will choose and weave text, still 
images, sound/music, and/or video to create an argumentative multimodal text that can 
be delivered in virtual spaces.  
 
ALWAYS think rhetorically about your choices of the modes/media in your text. Always 
ask yourself “How does this (image) help achieve my purpose and persuade my 
audience of my argument?” “How does this (text) appeal to my audience?” Your 
answers to these questions should help you make more informed decisions and 
rhetorical choices.  
 
In a short multimodal text (3-5 minutes), you will present the argument you created in 
Inquiry # 3 essay. I expect you to use a combination of modes: visual (still images, 
moving images, videos, transitions, charts, tables, graphs, diagrams), aural (sound 
tracks, songs, voice-over narration, sound effects), textual (words in different font 
sizes, typefaces, and colors), spatial (arrangement, design, space), and gestural (facial 
expressions, body language). 
 
As you design and plan your multimodal text, you will complete a sequence of short 
writing/designing tasks to help you think about your argument, purpose, and audience. 
And as all other inquiry projects in our course, this multimodal text will come in multiple 
drafts and undergo revision and editing. 
 
Stage Due Date 
Blog: Genre and Medium Thursday, Apr 16  
Modes and Rhetorical Choices Sunday, Apr 19 
Storyboard Thursday, Apr 23  
Multimodal text Draft # 1 Sunday, Apr 26 
Peer Review Monday, Apr 27 
Conferences Wednesday-Friday, Apr 29-May1 
Gallery  Monday, May 4 
Final Multimodal text Monday, May 4  
Reflection Wednesday, May 6 



Inquiry # 4 

Multimodal Argument - Reflection 

In the Multimodal Projects Survey you just completed, there was a section about your 
experience with multimodal composition in this course. Using one or more of the points 
in that section, write a 500-word reflection blog post. This reflection is meant to help 
you think more deeply about working on your Inquiry # 4 multimodal project, trying to 
see the benefits you may have gained, the challenges you faced, lessons learned for 
similar projects in the future. How can multimodal composing affect your future writing? 
After completing your Inquiry 4 project, do you think you can revise your Inquiry # 3 
essay better? What areas in Inquiry 3 essay will you choose to revise? Why? 

 


